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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 9-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. 
No. 6314306 to Harris. 

Referring to claim 1, Harris discloses an apparatus for sender controllable modalities, the 
apparatus comprising: a priority command generator capable of generating a priority command 
that includes a modality alert command (col 1, lines 60-65, ring command, interpreted as being 
the modality alert command is within the control code, interpreted as being the priority 
command); a communication command generator capable of generating a communication 
command (col 1, lines 45-50, text originator, text message is interpreted as being the 
communication command); and a transmitter operably coupled to the priority command 
generator and the communication command generator such that the priority command and the 
communication command are transmitted to a recipient device wherein the recipient device may 
receive the modality alert command within the priority command (col 1, lines 50-65, text 
delivery service, ring command within control code). 
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Referring to claim 2, Harris discloses the apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: an 
input device operably coupled to the communication command generator such that the 
communication command generator generates the communication command in response to an 
input communication command (col 1, lines 45-55, text originator; text message, interpreted as 
being the communication command, is sent using input form a mobile device). 

Referring to claim 3, Harris discloses the apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: the 
input device operable coupled to the priority command generator such that the priority command 
generator generates the modality alert in response to an input priority command (col 1, lines 60- 
65, ring command is within the control code). 

Referring to claim 4, Harris discloses the apparatus of claim 1 wherein the modality alert 
command includes instructions such that an alert is at least one of the following: a vibration, a 
predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, a wake-up command 
and a defined output multi-modal output modality setting (col 1, lines 60-65, ring; col 2, lines 
25-30, vibrator, light on/off). 

Referring to claim 9, Harris discloses a method for sender controllable modalities in a 
sender device, the method comprising: generating a communication command; generating a 
priority command including a modality alert command, wherein the priority command relates to 
the communication command; and transmitting the communication command and the priority 
command to a recipient device (col 1, lines 45-55, text originator; text message, interpreted as 
being the communication command, is sent using input form a mobile device; col 1, lines 60-65, 
ring command is within the control code). 
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Referring to claim 10, Harris discloses the method of claim 9 further comprising: prior to 
generating the communication command, receiving a proximity indicator indicating a location of 
the recipient device. 

Referring to claim 11, Harris discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the modality alert 
command includes at least one of the following: a vibratory alert, a ring-tone, a wake-up 
command, a text-based alert, an illumination alert and a defined output multi-modal output 
modality setting (col 1, lines 60-65, ring; col 2, lines 25-30, vibrator, light on/off). 

Referring to claim 12, Harris discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the communication 
command may be at least one of the following: a caller identification, a text message, an auditory 
message and a visual message (col 1, lines 45-50, text message). 

Referring to claim 13, Harris discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the step of 
transmitting the communication command and the priority command to the recipient device 
further includes transmitting the communication command and the priority command to an 
intermediate server prior to the communication command and the priority command being 
transmitted to the recipient device (figure 1, text delivery service 104). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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5. Claim 5, 7-8, 14, 16-18, 20-21 and 23-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 6314306 to Harris in view of U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 
2003/0088633 to Chiu et al. 

Referring to claim 5, Harris discloses an apparatus for sender controllable modalities, the 
apparatus comprising: a notification system having an internal alert modality setting (col 1, lines 
62-67, ringer rings as per command); a receiver operably coupled to the notification system, 
wherein the receiver receives a communication command and a priority command from a sender 
device (figure 1 and col 1, lines 45-65, text message, interpreted as being the communication 
command is received at mobile device 110, delivers a ring command within control code); a 
modality alert command is provided to the notification system to override the internal modality 
setting (col 2, lines 25-30, remote control; col 1, lines 60-67, tells the ringer to ring a certain 
way), wherein the modality alert command is disposed within a notification command (col 1, 
lines 50-65, text delivery service, ring command within control code; ringer rings hence 
'notifying'); and a notification device operably coupled to the notification system such that in 
response to the notification command, the notification device provides an alert in accordance 
with the modality alert command (col 1, lines 60-67, ring). Harris does not disclose a verification 
module operably coupled to the receiver such that the verification module verifies the sender 
device and the priority command so that the sender device is verified and the priority command 
is verified. Examiner maintains that the concept that a verification module operably coupled to 
the receiver such that the verification module verifies the sender device and the priority 
command so that the sender device is verified and the priority command is verified was well 
known in the art as taught by Chiu et al. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Chiu et al show a device that authenticates the identity of 
the sender of a command message as well as integrity of the content of the command message 
(page 13, paragraph 100). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris to show an apparatus for sender controllable modalities, the apparatus 
comprising: a notification system having an internal alert modality setting; a receiver operably 
coupled to the notification system, wherein the receiver receives a communication command and 
a priority command from a sender device; a verification module operably coupled to the receiver 
such that the verification module verifies the sender device and the priority command so that if 
the sender device is verified and the priority command is verified, a modality alert command is 
provided to the notification system to override the internal modality setting, wherein the 
modality alert command is disposed within a notification command; and a notification device 
operably coupled to the notification system such that in response to the notification command, 
the notification device provides an alert in accordance with the modality alert command, as 
taught by Chiu et al, the motivation being determining whether a command message is valid or 
whether the command specified in a particular command message should be applied (Chiu et al, 
page 13, paragraph 100). 

Referring to claim 7, Harris discloses the apparatus of claim 5 wherein the modality alert 
command includes instructions such that the alert is at least one of the following: a vibration, a 
predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, a wake-up command 
and a defined output multi-modal output modality setting (col 1, lines 60-65, ring; col 2, lines 
25-30, vibrator, light on/off). 
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Referring to claim 8, Harris discloses the apparatus of claim 5 in which the sender device 
may override the internal modality setting based on a comparison of the sender device with the 
plurality of sender device identifiers (col 2, lines 25-30, remote control; col 1, lines 60-67, tells 
the ringer to ring a certain way). Harris does not disclose a verification module that further 
includes a memory device storing a plurality of sender device identifiers and the internal 
modality setting. Examiner maintains that the concept of a verification module that further 
includes a memory device storing a plurality of sender device identifiers and the internal 
modality setting was well known in the art as taught by Chiu et al. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Chiu et al show a device that authenticates the identity of 
the sender of a command message as well as integrity of the content of the command message 
(page 13, paragraph 100). Authentication occurs in the mobile device. It is inherent that the 
mobile device comprises memory. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris to show a verification module that further includes a memory device 
storing a plurality of sender device identifiers and the internal modality setting, as taught by Chiu 
et al, the motivation being determining whether a command message is valid or whether the 
command specified in a particular command message should be applied (Chiu et al, page 13, 
paragraph 100). 

Referring to claim 14, Harris discloses a method for sender controllable modalities in a 
recipient device (figure 1, mobile device 110), receiving a communication command and a 
priority command from a sender device (col 1, lines 45-65, text message; ring command within 
control code) and that the sender device may override an internal modality setting (col 2, lines 
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25-30, remote control; col 1, lines 60-67, tells the ringer to ring a certain way). Harris does not 
disclose that if the sender device is verified, verifying the priority command such that the priority 
command has a priority level to override the internal modality setting; and if the sender device is 
verified and the priority command is verified, overriding the internal modality setting. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Chiu et al show a device that authenticates the identity of 
the sender of a command message as well as integrity of the content of the command message 
(page 13, paragraph 100). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris to show receiving a communication command and a priority 
command from a sender device; verifying the sender device such that the sender device may 
override an internal modality setting; if the sender device is verified, verifying the priority 
command such that the priority command has a priority level to override the internal modality 
setting; and if the sender device is verified and the priority command is verified, overriding the 
internal modality setting, as taught by Chiu et al, the motivation being determining whether a 
command message is valid or whether the command specified in a particular command message 
should be applied (Chiu et al, page 13, paragraph 100). 

Referring to claim 16, Harris discloses the method of claim 15 wherein the modality alert 
command includes at least one of the following: a vibratory alert, a ring-tone, a wake-up 
command, a text-based alert, an illumination alert and a defined output multi-modal output 
modality setting (col 1, lines 60-65, ring; col 2, lines 25-30, vibrator, light on/off). 
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Referring to claim 17, Harris discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the 
communication command may be at least one of the following; a caller identification, a text 
message, an auditory message and a visual message (col 1, lines 45-50, text message). 

Referring to claim 18, Harris discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the step of 
receiving the communication command and the priority command from the sender device further 
includes receiving the communication command and the priority command to from intermediate 
server wherein the intermediate server receives the communication command and the priority 
command from the sender device (figure 1, text originator device 102, text delivery service 104, 
mobile device 110). 

Referring to claim 20, Harris discloses a system for sender controllable modalities, the 
system comprising: a sending device including: a priority command generator capable of 
generating a priority command that includes a modality alert command (col 1, lines 60-65, ring 
command, interpreted as being the modality alert command is within the control code, 
interpreted as being the priority command); a communication command generator capable of 
generating a communication command (col 1, lines 45-50, text originator, text message is 
interpreted as being the communication command); and a transmitter operably coupled to the 
priority command generator and the communication command generator such that the priority 
command and the communication command are transmitted to a recipient device wherein the 
recipient device may receive the modality alert command within the priority command (col 1, 
lines 50-65, text delivery service, ring command within control code); and the recipient device 
including; a notification system having an internal alert modality setting; a receiver operably 
coupled to the notification system, wherein the receiver receives the communication command 
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and the priority command from a sender device (col 2, lines 25-30, remote control; col 1, lines 
60-67, tells the ringer to ring a certain way); a modality alert command is provided to the 
notification system to override the internal modality setting, wherein the modality alert command 
is disposed within a notification command; and a notification device operably coupled to the 
notification system such that in response to the notification command, the notification device 
provides an alert in accordance with the modality alert command (col 1, lines 50-65, text 
delivery service, ring command within control code; ringer rings hence 'notifying'). Harris does 
not disclose a verification module operably coupled to the receiver such that the verification 
module verifies the sender device and the priority command so that the sender device is verified 
and the priority command is verified. Examiner maintains that the concept that a verification 
module operably coupled to the receiver such that the verification module verifies the sender 
device and the priority command so that the sender device is verified and the priority command 
is verified was well known in the art as taught by Chiu et al. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Chiu et al show a device that authenticates the identity of 
the sender of a command message as well as integrity of the content of the command message 
(page 13, paragraph 100). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris to show a verification module operably coupled to the receiver such 
that the verification module verifies the sender device and the priority command so that if the 
sender device is verified and the priority command is verified a modality alert command is 
provided to the notification system to override the internal modality setting, wherein the 
modality alert command is disposed within a notification command; and a notification device 
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operably coupled to the notification system such that in response to the notification command, 
the notification device provides an alert in accordance with the modality alert command, as 
taught by Chiu et al, the motivation being determining whether a command message is valid or 
whether the command specified in a particular command message should be applied (Chiu et al, 
page 13, paragraph 100). 

Referring to claim 21, Harris discloses the system of claim 20 wherein the sender device 
further includes an input device operably coupled to the communication command generator 
such that the communication command generator generates the communication command in 
response to an input communication command (col 1, lines 45-55, text originator; text message, 
interpreted as being the communication command, is sent using input form a mobile device) and 
the input device operable coupled to the priority command generator such that the priority 
command generator generates the modality alert in response to an input priority command (col 1, 
lines 60-65, ring command is within the control code). 

Referring to claim 23, Harris discloses the system of claim 20 wherein the 
communication command includes a multi-modal message such that the internal modality setting 
provides for an output display of the communication command and the modality alert command 
includes instructions for adjusting the form of output display for the communication command 
(figure 1, col 1 lines 50-55, display). 

Referring to claim 24, Harris discloses the system of claim 20 wherein the modality alert 
command includes instructions such that the alert is at least one of the following: a vibration, a 
predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, a wake-up command 
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and a defined multi-modal output modality setting (col 1, lines 60-65, ring; col 2, lines 25-30, 
vibrator, light on/off). 

5. Claims 6, 15 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable U.S. Pat. No. 
6314306 to Harris in view of U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2003/0088633 to Chiu et al and further in 
view of U.S. Pat. No. 6684068 to Tikka et al. 

Referring to claims 6 and 22, the combination of Harris and Chiu et al discloses the 
apparatus and system of claims 5 and 20 respectively, further comprising a communication 
command and a priority command (col 1, lines 45-65, text message, ring command within 
control code). The combination does not disclose a position location device such that the position 
location device generates a location indicator; a transmitter operably coupled to the position 
location device such that the transmitter transmits the location indicator to an intermediate 
server, wherein the communication command and the priority command may be received from 
the intermediate server based on the location indicator. Examiner maintains that the concept of a 
position location device such that the position location device generates a location indicator; a 
transmitter operably coupled to the position location device such that the transmitter transmits 
the location indicator to an intermediate server, wherein the communication command and the 
priority command may be received from the intermediate server based on the location indicator 
was well known in the art as taught by Tikka et al. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Tikka et al show a mobile station which comprises a GPS 
receiver, transmits its location to the system (col 4, lines 60-65) and in response to receiving 
location information from the mobile station, a message is sent to the mobile station by a monitor 
unit (col 5, lines 10-15). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris and Chiu et al to show a position location device such that the 
position location device generates a location indicator; a transmitter operably coupled to the 
position location device such that the transmitter transmits the location indicator to an 
intermediate server, wherein the communication command and the priority command may be 
received from the intermediate server based on the location indicator, as taught by Tikka et al, 
the motivation being monitoring the location of the receiver specified for the message (Abstract, 
Tikka et al). 

Referring to claim 15, the combination of Harris and Chiu et al discloses the method of 
claim 14 further comprising a communication command and a priority command (col 1, lines 45- 
65, text message, ring command within control code). The combination does not disclose 
transmitting a proximity indicator indicating the general location of the recipient device. 
Examiner maintains that the concept of transmitting a proximity indicator indicating the general 
location of the recipient device was well known in the art as taught by Tikka et al. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Tikka et al show a mobile station which comprises a GPS 
receiver, transmits its location to the system (col 4, lines 60-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Harris and Chiu et al to show prior to receiving a communication command 
and a priority command, transmitting a proximity indicator indicating the general location of the 
recipient device, as taught by Tikka et al, the motivation being monitoring the location of the 
receiver specified for the message (Abstract, Tikka et al). 
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6. Claim 19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 
6314306 to Harris in view of U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2003/0088633 to Chiu et al and further in 
view of what was well known in the art (see MPEP 2144.03). 

Referring to claim 19, the combination of Harris and Chiu et al discloses the method of 
claim 1 8 wherein the step of verifying the sender device may be performed on the mobile device 
and the step of verifying the priority command may be performed on the mobile device (Chiu et 
al, page 13, paragraph 100). The combination fails to disclose that the step of verifying the 
sender device may be performed on the intermediate server and the step of verifying the priority 
command may be performed on the intermediate server. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that the step of verifying the sender device may be 
performed on the intermediate server and the step of verifying the priority command may be 
performed on the intermediate server was well known to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention. It would have been obvious to modify the combination of Harris and 
Chiu et al to show the step of verifying the sender device may be performed on the intermediate 
server and the step of verifying the priority command may be performed on the intermediate 
server, the motivation being providing flexibility to the system by switching verification 
functionality between the mobile device and the intermediate server. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, filed 4/7/2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of U.S. Pat. 
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No. 6314306 to Harris, U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2003/0088633 to Chiu et al and U.S. Pat. No. 
6684068 to Tikka et al. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suhail Khan whose telephone number is (571) 272-7910. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8 am to 4:30 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached 
at (571) 272-4090. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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